
When it came to replacing the Fair Isle Bird 
Observatory a major consideration was getting 
the materials to the site – on an island some 
150 miles from the north coast of mainland 
Scotland.

The Eco-friendly structure consisted of 30 high 
performance, closed panel engineered timber 
modules built using JJI-Joists. Over 9,300 linear 
metres of JJI-Joists were incorporated into the 
structure, split between fl oors and roofs.

The timber panels  were manufactured in Kirkwall, 
Orkney by AHW Building Solutions. Pre-assembled 
these were then transported by boat to the island 
and assembled into the 15,000 m2 observatory. 
Shipping and erection of the modules were  carried 
out over an 8 day weather window during the 
summer of 2009.

JJI-Joists were chosen for the structure because of 
their lightweight and impressive green credentials, 
including FSC Certifi cation and manufacture to ISO 
14001 standards, as well as ease of installation on 
site.

The fi nished Modules were clad with Triboard 
timber cladding which meant minimal external 
maintenance is required in this harsh environment.
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   is the amount of CO2 saved using JJI-Joists. Find out more at: 

jamesjones.co.uk/pas-2050
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The JJI-Joist system relies 

on a unique combination 

of engineered products 

designed to complement 

each other and deliver 

outstanding performance

JJI-Joists are the UK’s 

market-leading I-Joist 

and the brand most 

specifi ed by architects. 

JJI-Joists are the only UK 

manufactured I-Joist with 

FSC Certifi cation and a 

carbon negative impact 

fi gure to PAS:2050 

standards

JJI-Joists are capable 

of large spans. They 

are light-weight, long 

and strong. Suitable for 

fl oors, walls and roof 

projects
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